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whose happiness is declared to be the only purpose of the
parents' lives, But often not a grain of real love is given to
the child. The child we are discussing suffers from premature
sexual symptoms, like so many other neglected and ill-treated
children, while at the same time she is obviously filled to
overflowing by the welling-up of maternal passion. Her
homosexual tendencies clearly show that her need for real love
is unsatisfied, causing her to crave love from her instructors,
but in the wrong fashion. Besides love, such a* child needs
to be understood. The proper thing, of course, would be
analytical treatment for the mother, which should include
an improvement of her marital relations, in order to divert
her passion from the child. If that is not feasible, then one
can only try .to check the injurious maternal influence by
backing up the child against the mother, at least, sufficiently
to enable her to appraise the mother's shortcomings,
and to become conscious of her own individual needs. No-
thing can so stunt a child's individuality as sustained efforts
by the mother to embody herself in the child.
The child's dream is' quite understandable: it obviously
means the death of the mother. This is the answer of the
child's unconscious to the ambitions of the mother. If the
mother did not try to kill the individuality of the daughter,
the daughter's unconscious would not react like that
Practically, the ' death' of the mother only means
' removal '—a greater d&taace between mother and daughter.
The mother must die a little in order to be less overwhelming.
From such a case you should never assume that dreams
of the death of a parent (which are not rare) are always
founded upon such conditions as those I have just described.
You should continually bear in mind that a dream-image
has never one and the same significance under different
circumstances. That is why you never can be sure of the
meaning of a dream unless you know the dreamer's conscious
conditions.
The last case that I shall mention concerns Margaret, a

